disinfection of infected linen (65°C for 10 minutes). It must be emphasised that our tests assessed the effect of heat in the absence of a cleaning effect, which in practice will very much reduce the load of bacterial contamination. Recent in situ studies failed to demonstrate survival of enterococci in a modern hospital laundry system.9 Nevertheless, it may be appropriate to use the higher (71°C) temperature for the laundry process whenever possible. E faecium isolates were more resistant to heat than the two Efaecalis control strains. Overall, we found Efaecium isolates to be less heat tolerant than others have suggested.510 These differences are almost certainly due to a combination of variations in methodology and interpretation of log reductions, rather than major strain variations in heat tolerance. These methodologies take no account of the washing effect of medical disinfection processes and we consider that current disinfection guidelines are satisfactory. Curve fitting and statistical analysis were performed using Microsoft Excell version 5.0 (Microsoft Corporation) on an IBM compatible PC.
Results
The findings indicate that over the past five years the amount of information per report has increased on average by 7% (fig 1) No value judgement was made on the inforof colonic biopsy specimens in ulcera-mation provided in the reports. Furthermore, litis with dysplasia), which included sug-the method used may still underestimate the IS for further patient management. This amount of work involved in reporting the ,e in information per report, com-specimen as some particularly complex cases ed with the increasing number of speci-may evoke only a short report. The reasons for eceived by the department, has resulted the informational increase is speculative. It is exponential rise in the amount of reputed that medical knowledge doubles every Lation generated by pathologists annually seven to 10 years. This is reflected in the discovery of new disease entities, the increasing subclassification of diseases and elucidation of ssion new prognostic factors. 
